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Wasting Away: Our Garbage by the Numbers

By Laura Moss Mother Nature Network www.mnn.com

In today's culture of mass consumption, the thimgshrow away often vanish from our minds, butladk trash has to go
somewhere. Look at the numbers on garbage and gee'lit's more than just trashy — it's appallihgckily, there's plenty
we can do about it.

4.4 pounds— Trash the average American produces daily (EPA)

1,600 pounds— Trash the average American produces annually. Witgarbage produced in America alone, you coutd line of filled-up garbag
trucks that reach the moon. (EPA)

72 million tons— Amount of containers and packaging in 2009 in th®.Wnunicipal solid waste stream or MSW. Packagnagies up 30 percent of t
America's trash — the largest portion of MSW gateat. (EPA)

60 percent— Amount of trash that can be recycled (U.S. DepantroéLabor)

13 percent— Amount of MSW that's actually recycled (Clean Am@cil)

50 percent—Amount of household waste that can be compostedLS

How YOU can improve the numbers:

Avoid over packaged products, Strive to produes igaste, Buy in bulk, Recycle, Compost

60,000— Number of plastic bags consumed in the U.S. evesgcdnds (Sierra Club)
240,000— Number of plastic bags consumed worldwide evergedbnds (Sierra Club)
1 billion— Number of plastic bags Americans use every yeaaiCAir Council)
30,000 tons— Landfill waste created from plastic bags each y€tgan Air Council)
Less than 1 percent—Amount of plastic bags that are recycled (Clean@duncil)
$4,000—Cost of recycling 1 ton of plastic bags (Clean @auncil)

$32—The amount that recycled product can be sold fteg(€Air Council)

How YOU can improve the numbers:
Use reusable shopping bags and produce bags

Fight plastic bags in your city
15 million— Sheets of office paper used in the U.S. every Jutas The average American uses roughly the equitaf one 100-foot-tall Douglas fir
tree in paper and wood products each year. (EPA)
100 million— Number of trees cut down in the U.S. annually t«enthe paper for junk mail (Clean Air Council)
9,960— Pieces of junk mail that are printed, shippedvéeéd and disposed of in the U.S. every 3 secq@itsis Jordan)

How YOU can improve the numbers:
Reduce paper waste in the office, Green your pagrévBtop the junk mail, Recycle

50,000—Estimated number of pieces of plastic floating\verg square mile of the world's oceans (Clean Aiugxil)
2.4 million pounds—Amount of plastic pollution that enters the worldteans every hour (Clean Air Council)
1 million— Number of plastic cups that are consumed on aifliglets in the U.S. every 6 hours (Chris Jordan)
2 million— Number of plastic beverage bottles that are uséideinJ.S. ever 5 minutes. The number of plastienabttles discarded in the U.S. ever
week could circle the Earth five times. (Plastidliion Coalition)
93 percent— Amount of plastics that are not recovered and dartdfills in the U.S. (Plastic Pollution Coalitijpn
500—Number of disposable cups the average Americaneffiorker uses every year. (Clean Air Council)
500— Number of years a Styrofoam cup discarded todalyraihain in a landfill (Environmental Center of Sanis Obispo)
How YOU can improve the numbers:
Reduce your plastic wastBon't buy bottled drinksUse reusable bags and produce bags, Get involwadawii-plastic campaigns

20 to 50 million metric tons—Amount of electronics the world throws away annualhat's the equivalent of trashing 45,500 to @26, fully loaded
747s each year. (Ewasteguide.info)
10-18 percent— Amount of electronics that are recycled. (Ewastaglimnfo)
304 million— Electronics disposed of from U.S. households in5260two-thirds of them still worked. (Clean Air Quil)
18,500—Number of homes that could be powered for a yeaeifecycled all of the cell phones retired annuClean Air Council)
How YOU can improve the numbers:
Green your e-wasteRecycle your electronicRepurpose or recycle your cellphoiéspose of e-waste properly

96 billion pounds— Amount of food Americans waste every year. If o2ypercent of that food waste were recovered, wéddeed 20 million peo-
ple. (USDA)
25 percent— Amount of prepared food Americans throw away (StifienAmerican)
$5906— Cost of food thrown away by the average househbidur (Scientific American)
How YOU can improve the numbers:
Reduce your food waste, Use those leftoversww.mnn.comhas ideas for leftovers, from spaghetti to hamérsg
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EAB Meeting Agenda
3 November 2011
Centerville City Hall

6:30 PM to 8:25 P
Centerville, Georgia

Agenda Topics

6:30 — Social Period EAB members
7:00 PM

7:00 — Opening Mr. Alexander
7:10 PM Stokes, EAB Instal-

lation Co-chair

7:10 - Alligators and Airplanes: Managing Naturg Dr. Bob Sargent,
8:10 PM Resources on an Air Force Base Robins AFB

8:10 — Restoration Performance Based Contract Mr. Fred Otto,
8:20 PM Robins AFB

8:20 — New Business/Closing Mr. Alexander
8:25 PM Stokes
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Congratulations to
Israel Davis
for Graduating from
Georgia Miitary College
in Business Logistics!l
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